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SUNDAY STORIES
At-Home Resource

Walk Through Holy Week
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 6-7:30 PM

Bring the whole family to walk with Jesus through Holy Week. We’ll meet the 
disciples in the upper room, share in the Last Supper, and pray together at the foot 
of the cross. Join us for this meaningful time of story, prayer, and broken bread. 
While we journey, may this booklet bless you throughout Lent.
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 HOLY WEEK  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 6-7:30 PM



“Lent” is more than something you do, or don’t do.  
Lent is a time to pause, to reflect, and to consider.  
This year for Lent, let’s 
consider the Everyday 
Things in Plain Sight.  
Your family will have an 
opportunity to have a 
conversation between 
a practice of Lent and a 
story of God’s presence. A family-forward practice of 
Lent found in the Spire, Everyday Things in Plain 
Sight, may help your family remember that God 
equips you to serve and consider the “how” of Lent. 

This child-forward at-home Sunday Story Resource 
tells stories of God’s presence in the world, so 
that you may reflect on the “why” of Lent. When 
everyday things are combined with stories of how 
Jesus showed us to live in this world, we can pause 
and know God’s Big Love for the whole world which 
makes us a big, diverse, very unique family. 

Please join us on this Lenten journey to Know God’s 
Big Love. Each week, help your child have that 
conversation about how and why we are God’s people, 
perhaps using the videos of Pastor Brian and some of 

our Sunday morning friends found on our website! 
Scan our QR code to discover all our family resources. 

Don’t miss Enright the Donkey on Palm Sunday, 
and plan to Walk through Holy Week with the 
fourth and fifth graders of Second Church. After two 
years, we will gather in person on Easter morning 
to celebrate new birth, renewal, and the Easter of 
God’s people!

We are grateful for your family and the moments we 
have with your children. Please know that you are in 
our prayers! 

Let’s show God’s love in all we do! 

Peace, 

Kathryn “Kat.” Green-Ross  
Certified Christian Educator and Coordinator of 
Children’s Ministries

2022 Created by Kat Green-Ross, CCE

EVERYDAY things 
For EVERYDAY people 

Can be BIG reminders  
Of God’s BIG LOVE!Cherished families, 
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The Samaritan was a good neighbor.

Who Is My Neighbor?
Grace Notes     GN 1



1© 2022 Growing Faith Resources

Grace Sightings  E
Who Is My Neighbor?

(based on Luke 10:25–37) 

One day, a man who studied God’s law came 
to Jesus with a question.

“Teacher,” he said. “God’s law tells us to love 
God with all our heart, with all our soul, and 
with all our strength—and to love our neighbor 
as we love ourselves.”

“Yes, that’s right,” said Jesus.

“Well,” responded the man. “Who is my 
neighbor?”

Jesus answered the question by telling a story:

A man was walking from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Some robbers attacked him on the road. They 
beat him up and stole everything he had, even 
his clothes. Then they ran away, leaving him 
badly injured. The poor man needed help, and 
he needed it quickly.

A priest was walking along the same road. 
Surely, he would help the man. However, 
when the priest saw the injured man he 
quickly crossed over to the other side of  
the road and passed by.

A religious teacher came down the same 
road. Surely, he would help the man. No. He 
crossed over to the other side of the road and 
went on his way, ignoring the injured man.  

Finally, a Samaritan (suh-MEHR-ih-tuhn) 
came along that same road. When he saw the 
man, he stopped at once. He gently washed 
and bandaged the man’s wounds. He lifted 
him onto his donkey and took him to an inn. 
Then he gave the innkeeper money to look 
after him.

When Jesus finished the story, he looked at the 
man who studied God’s law and asked, “Which 
of the three travelers was a neighbor to the man 
attacked by robbers?”

“The one who showed kindness,” replied 
the man.

“Go and do the same,” said Jesus.
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The kingdom of God grows like a mustard seed or yeast.

Little to Big
Grace Notes   

GN 2
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Grace Sightings  E
Little to Big

(based on Luke 13:18–21)

Late on the day of the Sabbath, Jesus was 
teaching in the synagogue. People came to the 
synagogue to listen to God’s words and to learn 
more about God. His followers were eager to 
listen to what Jesus had to say and always had 
many questions for their teacher.

One asked, “Teacher, what is God’s kingdom 
like?” Jesus thought for a moment, trying to 
find words that they would understand. Jesus 
always did that. He tried to find things that his 
followers knew well so that they could see how 
they were in relationship with God.

“Aha!” Jesus said. “God’s kingdom is like a tiny 
mustard seed that a man plants in his garden. 
Mustard seeds are small, but have you seen how 
full, and tall, and green they become? Have you 
seen all the flowers that come from such a tiny 
seed? The plant grows so big and so full that 
even the birds make nests in it!”

Jesus’ followers looked puzzled. They wondered 
how a mustard seed was like the kingdom of 
God.

One, looking at the mustard bushes that 
surrounded them, said, “Does that mean that 
God’s kingdom grows from the very small 
actions of people like us?”

“Or is it the way that God wants us to live?” 
asked another.

“I think the kingdom is what the world will be 
like when everyone follows God’s way,” said a 
third.

“Yes!” Jesus said. And then he thought of 
another example. “God’s kingdom is like the 
small amount of yeast that a woman uses to 
make bread. She mixes the yeast carefully into 
three measures of flour to make the dough. 
What does yeast do? It makes the dough rise 
and stretch and grow so much that the woman 
can make many wonderful loaves of bread so 
that everyone can enjoy them.”

“Ahhh,” said the people, especially the women 
who knew how yeast made dough rise well.

People remembered the wonderful taste of bread 
and the beauty of the mustard flowers. And 
even though they could not fully understand, 
they knew that God’s kingdom was a wonderful 
thing that grows and grows from the smallest of 
things.
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Grace Notes   GN 3

Come to the party! You are welcome!

Party Time!
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Grace Sightings  E
Party Time!

(based on Luke 14:15–24)

One day, Jesus was invited to a meal with some 
religious leaders. When the meal was almost 
finished, Jesus told them a story.

Once there was a man who wanted to give a 
great feast. He sent out invitations and started 
to get ready. The man wanted everything to be 
just right. He hired people to clean his house, 
fill it with decorations, and cook lots of good 
food.

When the day of the feast came, everything 
was ready. The servant went all over town to 
talk to all the people who had been invited.

“Come to the feast,” the man told them. 
“Everything is ready, and my master is waiting 
to welcome you.”

But all the people, who had been invited to 
the feast, began making excuses. The first one 
said, “I’ve just bought a field and must inspect 
it. Please forgive me.” 

The next one said, “I’ve just bought five pairs 
of oxen, and I want to try them out. Please 
excuse me.”

A third explained that he had just been 
married and so he couldn’t come.

Not one person that the man had invited came 
to the feast. Every single one of them had an 
excuse for not coming.  

The servant returned and passed on all the 
excuses.

The man was upset that no one wanted to 
come to his feast.

“Go quickly into the streets and back alleys  
of the town,” the man told his servant. “Invite 
the poor and everyone who looks as if they 
need a good meal.”

The servant went out and followed his 
instructions. He brought in the people who 
were poor, hurt, or blind, and those who 
couldn’t walk. But the house still wasn’t full.

The servant went to the man, “Master,” he 
said. “I did what you commanded, but there’s 
still room for more people.”

So, the man said, “Go out into the country 
lanes and look behind the hedges. Tell anyone 
you find to come to the feast. I want my house 
to be full.”

The servant went out and found loads more 
people. They came to the feast and had a 
perfect time.

The other people who made excuses did not 
come. They did not get to enjoy the feast. In 
fact, they missed a good party.
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Lost and Found

Like the sheep and the coin, each person is important to God. 

Grace Notes   GN 5
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Lost and Found
(based on Luke 15:1–10)

Grace Sightings  E

Some people came to eat with Jesus. The 
religious leaders didn’t like these people. The 
religious leaders believed that these people didn’t 
follow all their rules. When the religious leaders 
saw Jesus with these folks, they shook their 
heads. “This man is friendly with the wrong 
people,” they complained. “He even shares his 
food with them.” 

Jesus could see that the religious leaders didn’t 
understand, so he told them two stories to help 
them understand God’s loving ways. 

“Once a shepherd had a flock of 100 sheep. 
This shepherd loved the sheep and looked after 
them carefully. Every night he would count his 
sheep to make sure that all 100 were there.

“One night, as the shepherd was counting the 
sheep, he counted only 99 sheep. ‘Oh no!’ cried 
the shepherd. ‘One of my sheep is missing! 
Where can it be?’

“The shepherd left his flock and went out to 
look for that lost sheep. He searched the hills 
and the slopes. 

“Finally, the shepherd heard a little ‘baa.’ The 
shepherd was so happy to find his lost sheep. 
‘Come!’ he called to his friends and neighbors. 
‘Come and celebrate with me! I have found the 
sheep that was lost!’” 

Then Jesus told them another story to help 
them understand. It was about a woman who 
had ten coins. She didn’t have a big house or 
much money, but she was very happy and had 
lots of friends. One day, she lost one of her 
coins. What could have happened to it? She 
searched her house high and low. 

“Oh, it’s so dark in here,” she said. “No wonder 
I can’t find what I’m looking for.”

She turned on all the lamps in the house. Again, 
she searched high and low. She looked under the 
table. She looked under the chairs. She looked 
under the bed and behind the pots and pans. 
But no luck—she still couldn’t find the coin.

She picked up her broom and started sweeping. 
Finally, there in the corner of the room, under 
some dust and dirt, she found her lost coin.

She decided to have a party and invite all her 
friends to help her celebrate. 

Jesus turned to the religious leaders and said, 
“Now do you understand? God is just like that 
shepherd who lost his sheep and the woman 
who lost her coin. Every single person is 
important. God does not want to see anyone 
lost. God is happy when everyone is included.”
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The father welcomes his son home.

Welcome Home
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Grace Sightings  E
Welcome Home

(based on Luke 15:1–32) 

Jesus was sitting and eating with some tax 
collectors and sinners. When the religious 
leaders saw the people Jesus was sitting with, 
they were shocked. “Jesus welcomes the wrong 
kind of people,” they grumbled.

Jesus could see that the religious leaders didn’t 
understand, so he told three stories.

This is the third story. There was once a man 
with two sons. One day, the younger son came 
to the father and said, “I’m tired of waiting. I 
want to leave. Give me my share of the family 
money now.” The father gave his younger son 
the share of the family money. The son took the 
money and went to a place far away from home. 
He stayed away for a long time. The son lived 
wherever he wanted to live. He did whatever  
he wanted to do until one day, his money was 
all gone.

Soon the young man became very hungry. He 
got a job feeding pigs. He was so hungry he 
ate the pigs’ food. One day, he had a change of 
heart. “I will go home to my father and say I’m 
sorry,” he said.

The young man began the long walk home. 
While he was still a long way off, his father  
saw him and ran to meet him with open arms.

“Father, I am sorry,” sobbed the son. “I do not 
deserve to be your son.”

The father hugged and kissed his son. He called 
for clean clothes. He called for new sandals. He 
gave his son a special ring. He gave his son a  
big party.

“Come and celebrate with me!” he shouted. 
“My son was missing, and now he has come 
home. My son was lost, but now he has been 
found.”

Jesus said, “God is like the father. God never 
gives up. God never stops loving us. All of 
heaven celebrates when we realize that God  
has found us, too. That is God’s grace!”
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67

Jesus enters Jerusalem. 
Jesus dies on a cross.

The King of Glory Comes
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Grace Sightings  E
The King of Glory Comes 

(based on Luke 19:28–40; 23:32–47)

Jesus and his friends were going to the great city 
of Jerusalem to celebrate a special holiday. When 
they were almost there, Jesus sent his friends 
into a nearby village to get a donkey for him to 
ride. When they returned, the disciples spread 
their coats over the donkey’s back and Jesus got 
on it.

Soon Jesus was riding through the gate of the 
city. When the people saw Jesus coming on the 
donkey they began to line up on either side of 
the street. They shouted loudly:

“Hosanna! Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of God.”

Some people took off their coats and spread 
them on the road to show Jesus their love and 
respect. All the while, everyone was shouting:

“Hosanna! Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of God.”

Some religious leaders in the crowd were upset. 
They were afraid that there would be trouble 
with the Roman soldiers because the people 
were calling Jesus king.

“Teacher, make your followers stop shouting 
those things,” they scolded.

But Jesus replied, “If I told the people to be 
quiet, the stones of the city would cry out 
instead.”

Then Jesus turned and continued on his way. 
The disciples followed Jesus into the city. They 
were so happy and excited.

“Everyone will see that Jesus is our king,” they 
said to each other. “Now Jesus can take charge.”

The disciples did not understand what was 
going to happen. In just a few days, Jesus was 
arrested and sent to die on a cross. Soldiers took 
Jesus out of the city to a place called “Skull 
Hill.” There they nailed him to a cross between 
two criminals and waited for him to die. People 
came to make fun of Jesus.

“If you really are the king of Jews, why don’t 
you save yourself?” they jeered.

Even so, Jesus prayed to God. “Please forgive 
them, Father, for they don’t realize what they 
are doing.”

It was a terrible day for everyone who loved 
Jesus. They watched him die and it seemed  
as if the whole world had gone dark. 

This wasn’t the end of the story. It was just the 
beginning. Something wonderful was about to 
happen.
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“Jesus is not here. He is alive!”

He Is Risen!
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Grace Sightings  E
He Is Risen!

(based on Luke 24:1–12)

Jesus had died on the cross. His body had been 
placed in a cave, and a large stone had been 
rolled in front of the tomb. His friends were 
frightened and sad. They did not know what  
to do. Jesus was dead.

Very early on Sunday morning, just as the sun 
was coming up, some of the women went to the 
garden tomb together. They carried the spices 
they had prepared to place on Jesus’ body. As 
they got closer to the garden, they wondered 
how they would get into the tomb.

“Who will roll away the stone for us?” they 
asked each other. “It is so heavy.”

When they got there, they saw that the stone 
had already been moved away, and the entrance 
to the cave was open. Slowly, they peeked inside 
the tomb, but Jesus’ body was not there. 

“Where is Jesus?” they whispered to each other. 
“What does this mean?”

Suddenly, two men were standing beside them. 
The men wore dazzling clothes that shone 
brightly in the darkness of the cave. The women 
were terribly afraid and fell to the floor in terror.

“Why do you look for Jesus among the dead?” 
one of the men asked. “Jesus is not here. He has 
been raised from the dead!”

The women were so surprised! They didn’t know 
what to do. They looked at the empty tomb and 
looked at each other. Then they remembered 
that Jesus had said he would be killed on a cross 
and rise on the third day. 

The three women ran all the way home to tell 
Jesus’ friends. The disciples didn’t believe the 
women. How could it be true? 

Peter ran to the tomb. When he looked inside, 
he only saw a linen cloth. There was no body. 

“The tomb is empty! Jesus’ body is gone!” he 
exclaimed.

Peter was amazed. He returned home wondering 
what had happened. 


